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A Message from our Principal 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
The closing of summer and the dawn of fall is a very special time. In fact, every year 
is different. However, one aspect seems to remain the same. The start of every new 
school year brings with it an air of excitement that is characterized by hope, 
expectation and great anticipation.  It is a time for celebration, as we pause and 
rejoice momentarily in our successes.  It is also a time of contemplation, where we 
examine and embrace the areas that challenge us to become better. As such, we 
forge ahead, with the enthusiasm and assurance that we will have an even greater 
year! To this end, I am eager and excited about the many wonderful experiences 

that are taking place at our great school. 
 
Aside from our great school opening, September was filled 
with memorable events such as our PBSIS (Positive Behavior 
Support in Schools) “Gecko” Dance-A-Thon and our annual 
Grandview Greatness Kickoff Event. Academically, our stu-
dents settled into our curriculum that is rigorous and offers 
many opportunities for them to demonstrate their interests 
and talents. 
 
October will also provide many wonderful and engaging op-
portunities for us to come together and exchange information 
and share ideas. Walk Your Child to School Day will be on Oc-
tober 7th and on October 13th we will have a PARCC Parent 
Workshop at 6:30PM. Moreover, we look forward to the 
many smiles and memories that will take place on October 
30th at our Halloween Parade which will start at 1:30PM for 
participating students. Additionally, appropriate activities us-
ing technology in our media center will be available for those 
who do not observe this day, allowing opportunities for all of 
our student population to be actively engaged. 
 
In closing, I want to thank you for all of your support. We do 
amazing things when we work together! Please feel free to 
contact me if I can assist you in any way. My door is always 
open.  Until I see you, please be safe and be well. 
 
Sincerely, 
William F. Baskerville, Jr. 
Principal  

Upcoming Events: 

 10/4-10/10– Fire Prevention Week 
 10/5-10/9– Week of Respect  
 10/7– Walk Your Child to School Day 
 10/9– Anti-Bullying Assembly  
 10/9– Fire Truck Visit 
 10/13– Staff Development Half Day for Students 
 10/13– PARCC Parent Workshop– 6:30pm 
 10/14– Mariah’s Amazing Puppet Show 
 10/19-10/23—Halloween Gecko Gram Sale 
 10-/19-10/23– School Violence Awareness Week 
 10/20– Multicultural Day 
 10/21– Arms and Armor Day (Kindergarten) 
 10/23– School Safety, Prevention of Bullying, and Violence 

Prevention Assembly 
 10/27– No Homework Night 
 10/29– Pumpkin Day (Kindergarten)  
 10/30– Halloween Parade– 1:30pm 
 10/30– Trunk-or-Treat– 6:63pm 
 10/30– Halloween Dance– 7:00pm 
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 School Violence Awareness Week 

October 19th—23rd  
Monday, October 19th  
Yoga instruction will be taught during gym class for all students.   
Drawing Signs- Selected students will draw pictures depicting students problem solving in non-violent ways which will 
be put up in the hallways.   
Tuesday, October 20th 
Class discussions teaching responsibility and the promotion of peace. 
Representative from Piscataway Police Department will conduct assemblies on school safety, prevention of bullying, 
and violence prevention.   
Wednesday, October 21st 
“Mix It Up Desk Day” will teach tolerance, respect, and how to form new friendships. 
Thursday, October 22nd  
Students will sign a Peace Pledge that will teach responsibility to be kind and respect. 
Friday, October 23rd 
Students will wear Grandview Greatness t-shirts or any other white shirt symbolizing peace.   

 

New Jersey Orators  
Grandview  Elementary School is honored to announce that they have partnered with 

New Jersey Orators and have coaching sessions led by professional coaches whom 

have received formal training every Tuesday night from 6:30-7:30. 

The New Jersey Orators program is designed to: 

1. Develop proficiency in seven oratorical categories 

2. Through statewide competitions, acclimate students to speaking before large 

groups 

3. Enhance self-esteem and build leadership skills by exposure to great writing, and 

developing one’s speaking “styles” 

4. Engage parents in their child’s development by assisting in appropriate material 

selection, monitoring school grades, and partnering with chapter coaches  

Benefits of joining New Jersey Orators:  

1. Improvement in speaking, writing and presentation skills through the mastery of 

the many forms of oratory 

2. Improvement in overall academic skills through language mastery 

3. Facility and confidence in expressing one’s ideas in the classroom and other 

settings 

4. Exploration, understanding and appreciation of literature and history 

5. An expansion of ideas through participation in cultural events (plays, lectures/

speeches, cultural celebrations) 

6. An exploration of career and job choices through meeting a variety of profession-

als, artists and public speakers 
For more information:  http://www.njorators.org/ 

If you are interested in joining the sessions at Grandview please con-

tact the main office  at (732) 752-2501 for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural Day 
On Tuesday, October 20, 2015 stu-

dents at Grandview Elementary 

School will take part  in Multicultural 

Day! 

Throughout the day, students will  

participate in a variety of activities 

that will allow them to share their  

culture with their peers and learn 

about the heritage of their class-

mates.  

 

http://www.njorators.org/
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What’s Happening at Grandview Elementary School? 

Kindergarten News 

The kindergarten children are learning to 
work cooperatively in centers.  The centers 
are color coded- blue, red, purple, orange, 
and green.  Every child works in one center 
each day.  Ask your child what he/she did in 
a center!   
We are working on “remembering on 
purpose.”   
They are making new friends and 
learning to listen when others speak.   
Grandview Greatness is recognized 
and applauded!   
A strong home/school connection will 
help in the “growing process.”   
Thanks for your support! 

 The Kindergarten Team 

Second Grade Summary 
Second graders are working on 
so many things in the classroom. In 
Reader's Workshop we  are growing 
like beanstalks and reading more 
and more every day. In Writer's 
Workshop we are learning from 
master authors and writing small 
moment stories about our lives.  In 
Math we are becoming place value 
experts and can show 2-digit num-
bers in many different ways. Finally, 
in Science we are blasting off into 
space and studying all the objects in 
our Solar System. We are even 
working on Solar System projects!     

The Second Grade Team 

Third Grade Bulletin 

This Fall 3rd graders have been busy building a reading life. We are 
learning how to self-select books, share authors, genres and favorite 
books. We are writing book recommendations, maintaining our book 
log and thinking “deep” while we read. 
In writer’s workshop we are working on writing a personal narrative or 
true story that focuses on a moment in time. We are learning to use 
strong leads, sensory words, telling the story bit by bit and keeping our 
story organized with paragraphs. 
In math we have reviewed odd and even numbers. We have learned to 
estimate or round numbers to the nearest hundreds and tens. We have 
used a variety of strategies to add and subtract large numbers while 
also focusing on math vocabulary. 
In science we are learning about the scientific process by completing 
simple science experiments. Explore science experiments at home too 
and share with us! 
We are working on building a strong community: following our school 
and classroom rules at all times and always showing GRANDVIEW 
GREATNESS. 

The Third Grade Team 

First Grade Update 
In the month of October, first graders will continue learn-

ing the routines of Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop.   

In math we will be covering addition and subtraction con-

cepts.   

In science we will continue working on our plant unit and 

beginning our unit on weather.   

Last, in social studies, we 

will be discussing rules, 

laws, and our community.   

First graders are on the 

move to a successful 

school year! 

The First Grade 
Team 
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What’s Happening at Grandview Elementary School? 

PBSIS- Positive Behavior Support in Schools  
Grandview Elementary has embraced a PBSIS model by creating a positive school wide program called 

“Grandview Greatness!” PBSIS stands for Positive Behavior Support in Schools, which is in collaboration 

between the NJ Dept. of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, The Boggs Center on Develop-

mental Disabilities, and Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical School.  The purpose of PBSIS is to en-

courage pro-social behavior, what we want students to do, as opposed to what we don’t want them to 

do. It is also encompasses a problem solving approach to address behavior and conduct referrals, and to 

create an environment where ALL students are receiving positive reinforcement when they are demon-

strating appropriate behavior.  

The PBSIS Committee over the years has created a school motto, “Grandview Greatness” , which means 

being Respectful, Responsible, and Successful.  We also have a girl and boy mascot.  The school’s mascot 

is a gecko.  Grandview created a girl and boy gecko. The girl gecko is named, Gabby, and the boy gecko is 

named, Gary.   

The committee has also created a reward system where if a student is showing “Grandview Greatness” , 

they receive a “Gecko Ticket” .  Once they receive a “Gecko Ticket”, they put it into a drawing, which 

takes place every Friday during their lunchtime.   If their name is picked from the drawing, they receive a 

prize.  Their ticket is also put into the Grand Prize drawing, which takes place before the holiday break in 

December and one at the end of the year in June.  Instead of the teachers giving the students gecko tick-

ets, this year, we had the students give staff members gecko tickets, who they felt have helped them 

throughout the year.    

To communicate the PBSIS procedures to the students, the committee created a “PBSIS Kick-Off”.  The 

Kick-Off is an assembly with all of the students and staff are gathered in the cafeteria to introduce or re-

view what “Grandview Greatness” looks and sounds like to the students, and what they have to do to 

receive a Gecko ticket.  We have had students in the past role play the different rules, but this year, the 

Committee created a video of the third grade students demonstrating all the rules in the different 

settings of the school, which the students really enjoyed seeing their fellow classmates.   

We also had a dance-a-thon the first week of school, which raised $1100. We also had students, staff, 

and parents take surveys on the culture and climate of the school.  These surveys were then used by the 

committee to analyze the strengths and the needs of the school.  From the surveys, the committee then 

came up with goals for the school year.   
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Behaviorist Boulevard                 Dr. Heather Blumert, Psy.D. x5757 

    Mrs. Maria Balint x5757 

Each month we will recognize two students per classroom for demonstrating one of the six pillars of character.  In September 
we recognized our most responsible students by holding a special lunch in our conference room.   Students listened to music 
and received awards and special incentives (i.e. homework pass, bring in a stuffed animal, have a special lunch with a teach-
er).  In October we will recognize two students per classroom who are nominated by their teacher as most respectful.   

 

Our September/October classroom lessons focused on introduction to the role of the school behaviorist.  In addition, we re-
viewed the topic of anti-bullying.  Students learned the difference between peer conflict and bullying.  They also learned how 
to help victims of bullying by being UPSTANDERS!  Each month classroom lessons will center around a different social emotion-
al topic.  We look forward to working with your children who always make us proud by showing “Grandview Greatness!” 

Health Tips           Margaret Fryer, RN, MSN, CSN x5737 

Flu season is among us and we need your help to keep our students healthy! Here are some tips 

from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website: 

 Stay home when you are sick. If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you 

are sick. You will help prevent others from catching your illness. Avoid close contact with people 

who are sick. 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue away 

after use and wash your hands. If a tissue is not available, cover your mouth and nose with your 

sleeve, not your hand. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. If soap and 

water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs spread this way. 

 Clean and disinfect surfaces or objects. Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at 

home, work or school, especially when someone is ill. 

For more information and tips on how to stay healthy during influenza season please go to:  http://

www.cdc.gov/flu/school/ 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 

Walk Your Child 

to School Day 

8 9 
Anti-Bullying 

Assembly 

Fire Truck Visit 

 

10 

11 12 13 
Staff Development-

Half Day for  

Students 

PARCC Parent  

Workship-6:30pm 

14 

Mariah's  

Amazing Puppet 

Show Assembly  

15 16 17 

18 19 
 

20 

Multicultural Day 

Violence Prevention 

Assembly 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 

No Homework 

Night 

28 29 30 
Halloween Parade-

1:30pm 

Trunk-or-Trear-6:30pm 

Dance-7:00pm 

31 

October 2015 

Week of Respect and Fire Prevention Week  

School Violence Awearness Week  

Red Ribbon Week  

Halloween Gecko Gram Sale 


